
Colorado Aviation 
System Plan 
(CASP) and

Economic Impact 
Study (CEIS)



Discussion Topics

• Introductions

• CASP Progress Update

• Preliminary CEIS Findings

• Questions/Feedback
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Introductions
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• CDOT Aeronautics

• Kimley-Horn Team

• EDR Group

• KRAMER aerotek



CASP
Colorado Aviation System Plan



Project Progress

• Goals

• Data collection for 
CASP and CEIS

• Website

• In review:
• Inventory chapter

• Roles analysis

• Issues

• Environmental/
Intermodal

5



6

Upcoming Tasks



CEIS
Colorado Aviation Economic Impact Study



Prior CEIS Analysis
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• Quantitative data 
analysis and results

• Focus on qualitative 
stories

• Impacts:
• Statewide

• Denver International

• Each individual airport

265,700
JOBS

$12.6B
IN PAYROLL

$36.7B
IN OUTPUT



2019 CEIS
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• Consistent methodology with prior study for 
comparative purposes

• Simpler terminology

• Air cargo, agricultural, and tax analyses

• Focus on stories of airport/business reliance 
and activity

• CDOT-managed economic impact dynamic 
calculator



Data Collection Efforts
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Preliminary Airport Management 
Results

11

Managers, 
Finance, Legal

20%

Clerical and 
Admin

7%

Construction, 
Electricians, Crafts

8%

Safety and Security
17%

Operations, 
Maintenance

37%

Other
11%

Employment by Occupation all Airports

Airport Managers’ Survey Results

*Does not include contract employees



Preliminary Airport Management 
Results (without DEN)
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Managers, Finance, 
Legal
23%

Clerical and Admin
12%

Construction, 
Electricians, Crafts

32%

Safety and Security
5%

Operations, 
Maintenance

13%

Other
15%

Employment by Occupation

Airport Managers’ Survey Results

*Does not include contract employees



Operating & Capital Expenditures 
for Colorado Airports

2018 Operating Expenditures 2018 Capital Expenditures

$492.2 Million $355.4 Million
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Airports Other 
than DEN, 

$40,616,000, 
8%

DEN, 
$451,594,000, 

92%

Operating Expenditures

Airports Other 
than DEN, 

$77,484,000, 
22%

DEN, 
$277,930,000, 

78%

Capital Expenditures



Air Carrier Visitors
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• Estimated using Airline 
Data Inc. which identifies 
split between residents 
and visitors

• Initial estimate of nearly 
11 million visitors

• Apply spending data 
obtained through 
passenger surveys at 
airports 0
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GA Visitors
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• Estimate using data on itinerant 
operations, subset is “true transient”
• From out of state AND 

• Leave the airport to spend $$ in community

• Apply:
• Number of passengers per true transient 

operation

• Spending by passengers per true transient 
operation



Calculating Total Impacts
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Direct Total



Colorado Production of Air Exports, 
Airports of Export
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• County-level production of Air Exports
• Orange bubbles represent Airports that Export CO air cargo
• Red and blue bubble pie – how much of Denver cargo is Colorado related versus rest of US



Where are Colorado Air Exports 
Going?
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Southeast 
Asia
Electronics (557 $M)
Precision Instr. (55 $M)
Machinery (20 $M)
Plastics/Rubber (8 $M)
Rest of: (17.5 $M)
Total: 657.2 $M

Germany
Precision Instr. (58 $M)
Transport Equip. (39 $M)
Electronics (36 $M)
Machinery (35 $M)
Rest of: (49.6 $M)
Total: 217.2 $M

China
Electronics (189 $M)
Precision Instr. (118 $M)
Machinery (58 $M)
Nonmetal Min. Products (41 
$M)
Rest of: (91.2 $M)
Total: 497.0 $M



What if the airport experiences…

• New airline (passenger or cargo) service?

• Jet fuel is added?

• General aviation operations decrease?

• Number of based aircraft increases?

• New business (MRO, FBO, concessions)?
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Dynamic Calculator is being developed to help 
address potential changes at CO airports



Dynamic Calculator

• Estimates 
economic 
impact of 
various ‘what-
if’ scenarios

• CDOT will 
manage updates

• Airports will 
provide data 
needed to 
analyze the 
scenario



Reports Provide Airport With:

• Updated results 
due to change in 
activity by impact 
type:
• Direct

• Supplier sales 
& income 
re-spending

• TOTALS
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Airport Provides Calculator Produces 
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Upcoming Tasks



We Need YOUR INPUT

• Confirm your tenant employment 
(emailed week of 5/27) – NOW

• Provide input on stories that demonstrate 
airport value and contributions

• Future review of draft airport brochures
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Project Deliverables 

• CEIS Technical Report

• CEIS Statewide Brochure

• CASP Technical Report

• CASP Statewide Brochure

• Individual Airport Brochures

• Data for WIMS

• Video
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Where We Are
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Project Website
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www.coloradoaviationsystem.com



Scott Storie, CDOT Aeronautics Project Manager
303.512.5250             scott.storie@state.co.us

Pam Keidel-Adams, Kimley-Horn Project Manager
480.207.2670             pam.keidel-adams@kimley-horn.com

Regan Schnug, Kimley-Horn Deputy Project Manager
614.454.6701 regan.schnug@kimley-horn.com

Questions?
Thank you for your participation!


